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. “| am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and ¢ ~"‘-\&

&1 in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”
v John 15:5

Mary Magdalene
THE PERFECT FOLLOWER of JESUS

& Mary Magdalene was a great follower of our Lord Jesus. She felt in Him the Love
and the Blessing of The Father, as St Paul said " The God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ just as he chose us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should
be holy and without blame before Him in love " (Ephesians 1:3, 4). When she first
met Jesus, "out of her He had cast seven demons" (Mark 16:9) Only Jesus, the Savior
can plunder the strong's one house,l.e. Satan and cast out of our lives the demons of
lust, of unholy anger, of greed, of hatred and of pride ( Mark 3:27). It is "for this
purpose the son of God was manifested that He might destroy the works of the
devil"(1 John 3:8) Therefore Mary Magdalene loved Jesus, followed Him with
other women and provided to Him from her substance (Luke 8:3). The virtue of
"giving " must be driven by great love to Jesus for He said that:" in as much you did it
to one of the least of these my brethren you did it to me" (Matthew 25:40). Out of her
great love she followed Jesus, looking on from afar on His cross and observing where
he was laid (Mark 15:40,47). To love Him is to fix our eyes on his cross, deny
ourselves and follow Him for the cross is the wisdom and power of God (1
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°§ Corinthians 1:24). Mary Magdalene saw the risen Lord who conquered death and
:' Who "Will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to his glorious
NS

body" (Philippians 3:21). Mary Magdalene tells us to love Him and to seek Him
early every day in our life. Mary Magdalene tells us that meeting with the risen Lord
will change our sadness to true joy, our despair to hope our tears to comfort and our
weakness to strength. Mary Magdalene tells us not to cling to Him only out of
humanly emotions or for an earthly gain but through faith in Him; to seek his
kingdom, to go and spread the good news of his resurrection, to guide others to be
saved from darkness to light from death to life
o and to go and tell his brethren; those who shall be
saved, that He is indeed risen!
Fr. Youssef Chehata
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