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“] am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:20
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THE RAPTURE

At the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ, the disciples were looking steadfastly and gazing up into heaven (Acts
1:10). Their minds and hearts were "raptured" to where Christ; the head of the church has ascended. This effect of
the Lord's Ascension constituted the " eschatological " mind of the church; to be always gazing up into heaven
(Acts 1:11), to :" ..seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.”(Colossians
3:1), and to :" Set 'the' mind on things above, not on things on the earth.”(Colossians 3:2). Therefore the mind of
the Coptic Church was to dedicate the Coptic calendar to the Martyrs whose minds were "raptured” into heaven.
Because of this eschatological mind , monasticism began after the end of the Wﬁ(in and martyrdom of
the first three centuries. In the church rites , the last sentence of the creed is chanted; "we await the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the coming age . Amen.", confirming the church focus on the eternal life. Also in the
church rites, the church is adorned with the icons of the saints who are no more on earth. Alkthose rites point out to
the "rational rapture" of the church, who is steadily gazing up into heaven from that time when the disciples
stood gazing up into heaven when their minds were taken up by the Ascension of the Lord in glory (1Tim
3:16).Jesus Christ the Word of God who came to our earth, died on the cross, rose and ascended made eternity a
living reality in the minds and hearts of the faithful; for : “the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear
witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us" (I John 1:2). This
"living" reality is what differentiates the faithful from the nonbeliever. Therefore St Peter exhorts the faithful as
pilgrims by saying :"Beloved, | beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against
the soul.”(I Peter 2:11). For our Lord also said to His disciples:" “If you were of the world, the world would love
its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but | chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates
you.”(John 15:19). Fr. Youssef Chehata

ANSWER OF THE PREVIOUS THE LATE METROPOLITAN BISHOY
ISSUE!!! Departed to heaven on October 2, 2018 the great
+ When St. Mary said in her theologian and ascetic man of the thrice-blessed
magnificat "And my spirit memory His Eminence Metropolitan Bishoy.. He
has rejoiced in God my excelled in his study and obtained his master degree of

Savior" (Lukel:47). engineering.. He was from a very rich family.. He left
+ "Behold, the virgin shall his successful career and distributed his wealth to the
conceive and bear a Son, and poor to pursue the monastic life. As theologian he
shall call His  name represented the Coptic Church in ecumenical dialogues
Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). and he was a great apologetic of the Orthodox faith as

received by the church fathers.. He also was a spiritual
guide and father of his flock. May the Lord repose his
QUIZ!t? pure soul in the paradise of joy and accept his prayers
T Mention with reference what on our behalf.
shows Jesus power over life
and death.?
1 Mention with reference that
Jesus Christ is standing at
the sinners' doors?
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