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“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I

will come in to him and dine with him. and he with Me. (Revelation 3:20)

James 4
Submit to God.. Draw near to God... Humble yourselves i the sight of The Lord
Three commandments i our relation to God, and for each 1s a special blessing.
Submission to God 1s to compel the soul to yield to God's commandments and life -giving
Word. Itis to deny the self (Mk 8:34). The Lord Himself submutted to His Father's will ¢
(Jn 6:38). The church also 1s subject to Christ (Eph 5:24). By submission to God, the soul
resists the devil and he will flee (Jam 4:7) and will find salvation and eternal life.

Submission to God includes obedience to the parents in the Lord (Eph 6:1), submission
of wives to their husbands (Eph 5:22, Co3:18), submission to governing authorities (Ro
13:1, 2, 1 Pet 2:13) and submission to spiritual leaders (Heb 13:17)

Draw near to God.. We draw near to Him first in prayer.. Also by doing good (Heb

13:16) , by cleansing our deeds and purifying our hearts (James 4:8) and by responding to
His call. " He will draw me away and we will run after Him" (Songs1:4), He knocks our |
doors and we shall open (Rev 3:20 )
Humble Yourselves In The sight of The Lord.. The humble ascribes power to God
(2 Co 4:7) and boasts in The Lord (1 Co 1:31). He always gives thanks to The Lord and
magnifies His name (Lk 1:46, 47), he recognizes his own weakness and the grace of God
and will say with St Paul "..yet not I but the grace of God which was with me" (1 Co 15:10)
and he will do everything with the power given to him from God (1 Pet 4:11).

At last, St James declared the blessings that follow those three virtues. The devil will flee
from you, God will draw near to you and He will lift you up. Fr. Youssef Chehata

Sayi f the Fath
aymngs of the Kathers Condolences

St. Pachomius said: "Do not despise or judge anyone, :
. even if you see someone falling into a sin. For judging ¢ To Dr Talaat Eid for the

others comes from a prideful heart, but the humble departure of his brother -in-
: person considers all people better than himself. Also, s

¥, . ] b ¢ law.
+ with what right do you judge the one who belongs to

: The Lord? If he falls, his Lord 1s able to raise him. :

He said also: "If you see one who is pure and humble : % Congratulations %
: in heart, consider this better than any spiritual vision. ¢
: For through him you behold the unseen God Himself. LosWafy.and Nancy for the
St. Pachomius (292-348 A.D) is generally recognized : Baptism of their son Patrick

: as the founder of Christian cenobitic monasticism. O hor 5th, 2014
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