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- “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,

Prince of Peace.. (Isaiah 9:6)
‘Who may ascend into the hill of The Lord? Psalm 24:3

There are three mountains on which we meet with the Lord. On the one, we come to Him;
on the second He takes us to Himself; on the third we are taken by force. On the mount
of the sermon, His disciples came to Him (Matt 5:1) and He opened His mouth and taught
them (Matt 5:2). Likewise each of us who desires to come to Him labors 1in searching the
scriptures (Jn 5:39), keeps the commandment, and "In His law he meditates day and night".
Thus he shall be "like a tree planted by the rivers of water" (Ps 1:2,3).

On the mount of transfiguration, He takes us to behold His glory (Mk 9:2). It 1s there that
God's grace helps us and lifts us up. On this mount, time, place, and other carthly entities
disappear. Only Jesus becomes "One God and Father of all, who 1s above all, and through
all and n you all" (Eph 4:6). Thus we say with St. Peter "It is good for us to be here!"

Finally, on the mount of Golgotha, Simon was "compelled to bear His cross" (Mk 15:21), *
for our Lord said “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow Me." Mk 8:34

The mount of the sermon represents The Truth, that of the transfiguration, The Life, and
the mount of Golgotha, The Way. My beloved, let us come to the mount of the sermon
with spiritual ears ready to hear what the Spint says to the churches (Rev 2:7 ). Let us
rejoice m God's grace on the mount of transfiguration. And let us submit to the Divine ‘
economy, carrying the cross with Jesus on the mount of Golgotha, so that we may mherit
the eternal glory. Fr. Youssef Chehata

Sayings of the Fathers Did you know ?
A wonder 1s Thy Mother. The Lord entered her and Kiahk praises

Became a servant. The Word entered her and Most of the nativity fast falls during
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birth of Jesus
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He became a Lamb in her, and came forth bleating.
Eve and Adam, through sin, introduced death nto the
created world. The Lord of creation gave us, by His :
Only-begotten through Mary, new Iife again. By

means of the serpent, the evil one poured out his
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His mercy and entered through Mary’s ear: through + a holy and spifitué,
the gate by which death entered, Life also entered, the birth of Jesus.']
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' putting death to death.  Saint Ephraim the Syrian + also known as
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