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though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith,
o that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the
poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.” 1 Corinthians 13:2-3)

Spiritual virginity and Love

On the same type of the Virgin , the spiritual virginity of the soul is the strong love of God through the
ly Spirit , whereby nothing can separate it from Him ( Ro 8:38,39). By this we can understand the
Lord's words " He that loves father or mother more than me 1s not worthy of me" (Matt 10:37).
Therefore the love of others in Christianity surpasses the "natural" love, for it 1s not only based on the
bonds of the flesh and it's inclinations, but emanates from a virginal soul,ie, the soul that is strongly
bound with the love of Christ and is overshadowed by a power from on high and brings forth the fruit
~ of the Spirit. For this, Christian charitable love 1s able to "Bear all things, believe all things, hope all
' things, endure all things' (1Co 13), it does never fail for it seeks not her own (1 Co 13) and is not just a
mere "re-action’. Charitable love that comes out of a virginal soul ,that no worldly love separates it from
the love of God, is strong as death, many waters do not quench it (Songs 8:6,7), whenever compiled to
go one mile, it goes two (Matt 5:41). Also charitable love rejoices in the Truth (1Co13), not in partiality
or worldly ambitions. My beloved, if we go quickly into dispute and enmity with others, or just "react" to
others actions, we should know that our souls are not "virgin" but still married with worldly self love and
seeking self indulgences. Then, love for the others becomes a mere mean for psychological or material
gain. This is the "natural" behavior that our Lord said about: “For if you love them which love you,
what thank have you? For sinners also love those that love them." (Luke 6:32). This might be
considered spiritual death for "..He that loves not his brother abides i death." (1 John 3:14). The
spiritual virginity of our lady the Virgin made her heart open to the whole world and she became “the
intercessor of our souls”. So 1s every virgin soul, loving to all and even "merciful on all creation" as said
by St Isaac the Syriac. Fr. Youssef Chehata

Sayings of the Fathers DID YOU KNOW ..Ii
| The Kiahk Praise
oever does not believe that St. Mary Is chanted on the eve of the Kiahk Sundays, for it is the day
e Mother of God, 1s estranged from when the church celebrates the Resurrection every week.

The overnight vigil till dawn 1s a living remembrance of the
angelic preaching of the glorious Resurrection.

the Theologian The Kiahk praise is colloquially called "seven and four" , for
it includes 4 praises, 7 psalies ,l.e., songs on the name of

. Congratulations # " the Lord Jesus Christ and 7 theotokias,l.e., praises for the
! Mother of God.

Overnight praising the Lord of hosts and the Creator of all,
1s fellowship with the saints and the angels. It is an
acquaintance of the perpetual presence before God. It is a
New England in the North East I preparation for the "Parousial” meeting of the heavenly

Dawvid, Enthroned as the I
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Bridegroom. It is also the joy of those who keep their
| lamps lit to be ready to enter into the eternal wedding as
said:" And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the
bridegroom comes; go you out to meet him." (Matt 25:6).
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