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“T am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)

Seeing God
Isaiah mn his vision said: " .. mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.’
(Isazah 6:5) . Man can see material things with the eyes of the flesh, but cannot see God
except through spiritual eyes; for “No one has seen God at any time .. " (John 1:18)
We see God 1n Christ for He 1s: " the brightness of His glory and the express image of
His person .. " (Hebrews 1:3), and He said to Philip: “he who has seen Me, has seen the
Father " (John 14:9). We can see God through love for: “God 1s love" (1John 4:8), and
also: “he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom
he has not seen" (1 John 4:20). We see Him in the Glory of the umverse for: “His
mvisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even
His eternal power and Godhead" (Romans 1:20). We see Him by faith for: “we do not
look at the things that are seen, but at the things which are not seen, for the things which
are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal" (2Corinthians
4:18), and Jesus said to Thomas, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
believed” (John 20:29). We see God by purifying our hearts for: “Blessed are the pure
in heart for they shall see God “(Matthew 5:8). We see Him at times of prayer and
contemplation 1 His word as said by the psalmist, “Open my eyes that I may see
wondrous things from your law" (Psalm 119:18). Lastly we see Him by fixing our sight
to His cross: “you ... Before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you
as crucified “(Galatians 3:1).
When we see Him we grow in knowledge: " For it 1s the God Who commanded light to
shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Corinthians 4:6) , our hearts rejorce: " the
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord" (John 20:20), we become humbled and
repent ;" Woe 1s me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips" (Isaiah
6:5), we are filled with peace: " So Jesus said to them again, Peace to you again" (John
20:21), and most wondertul, we change to His likeness in order to regain our original
immage and likeness to Him: " But we all, with unveiled face, be holding as i a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are bemng transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as
by the Spirit of the Lord " (2 Corinthians 3:18). Fr. Youssef Chehata
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Sayings of the Fathers
Let us offer to Him Who suffered and rose again for us . .. ourselves, the possession
most precious to God and most proper.
Let us become like Christ, since Christ became like us.
Let us become Divine for His sake, since for us He became Man.

St Gregory the Theologian
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