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Our teacher St Paul said
about the resurrection of

the body "For this corruptible
must put on incorruption, and
this mortal must put on immortality."
1 Co 15:53. Corruption and death

entered because of sin for "The sting of death 1s
sin.." 1Co 15:56. When sin and disobedience
entered, the earth was cursed and the Lord God
said to Adam "Thorns also and thistles shall it
bring forth to thee.." Gen 3:18. Sin became like
thorns able to kill the human race and make it to
mherit curse and perdition. Then came Christ the
Lord and out of these thorns a crown was made
for him and put on His head despite Him being
the only sinless One. He willfully accepted to
carry the sting of death on behalf of the human
race and was "..being made a curse for us: for it 1s
written, Cursed 1is every one that hangeth on a
tree" Gal 3:13. And when the thorns of our sins
were implanted in the head of the mnocent Lamb,
His pure blood flowed and became a purification
and redemption for man. Truly the crown of
thorns 1s the diadem of the "True Solomon" ,
Christ The King of Peace, wherewith the human
race crowned Him in the Day of His Wedding,
the Day of the Crucifixion, the Day of the
gladness of His heart (Songs 3:11) the Day He
offered His blood as a dowry to His Bride the
church! Therefore Christ reigned instead of sin as
it 1s written "..For s shall not have dominion over
you.." Ro 6:14 and also "But now being made [ree
from sin, and become servants to God, ye have
your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting
life." Ro 6:22. For this when Saul "Who was
before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and
mjurious’ 1'Tim1:13, met with the Lord Jesus on
his way to Damascus, he realized and received the
power of the resurrection that removed from him
the thorns of sin, and proclaimed joyfully and said
'O death, where 1s thy sting? O grave, where 1s thy
victory? " 1Co 15:55.

Fr. Youssef Chehata
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The Theological School of Alexandria is the oldest
center for sacred science in the history of
Christianity. According to St. Jerome it was founded
by St. Mark himself. In it the first system of Christian
Theology was formed and the allegorical method of
biblical exegesis was devised. Among its leaders were

great world fathers and teachers, such as
Athenagoras, Pantaenus, Clement, Origen,
Dionysius, Didymus the Blind, Athanasius the

Apostolic, Cyril of Alexandria and Dioscorus. The
scope of the school of Alexandria was not limited to
theological subjects; science, mathematics and the
humanities were also taught there. The question and
answer method of commentary began there, and 15
centuries before Braille, wood-carving techniques
were 1n use there by blind scholars to read and write.
Today, it has campuses in Egypt, and in other
continents of the world. Priests- to-be and other
qualified men and women are also taught other
subjects such as history, Coptic language and art,
which includes chanting, music, iconography,
tapestry etc.

Sayings of the Fathers

+ My sins, O my God, are the thorns that pierce your
holy head; I, who have saddened your heart by my
rejoicing in the vain pleasures of the world.

From the prayers of the Holy fractions
+ My Lord Jesus, it i1s my head full of thoughts that
deserves the crown of thorns. Bridle my mind with
your Holy thorns and give me "the mind of Christ."

Fr Bishoy Kamel

Quizz MN!
What 1s the greatest number of people to whom
the Lord appeared after His Resurrection? Where
1s the biblical reference?
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