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CHRIST THE POWER OF GOD AND THE WISDOM ', "}
OF GOD (I CO 1:24) BN

The cross of Christ is "foolishness to those who are perishing,;
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God"(l Co 1:18).
It is also the wisdom of God. The great teacher St. Paul said
about the cross, “But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, -
the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our™ " » 5§
glory" (I Co 2:7). The way of the cross is for "our glory”, and it is %
the wisdom of the mature; for he also said, “We speak wisdom among "
those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age"(I Co 2:6).
Therefore the cross is the wise way that leads to glory. At the same time,
the cross is the power that strengthens us in this way. The wisdom of the cross «
is the sacrificial love “For God so loved the world that He gave His only - .
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting lifed,
(John 3:16). The wisdom of the cross is the forgiveness "Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them, for they do not know what they do"(Lk 23:34). To forgive is to decide in your heart\ )
and in your prayer that the offending party does not owe you anything anymore . ThesLord said,"§
"And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him,that your -
Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses” ( Mk 11:25). The wisdom of the ¢ross is
not returning evil for evil. St. Peter said about the cross of Jesus, "Who, when He was reviled,
did not revile in return. When He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him
who judges righteously” (I Peter 2:23). The wisdom of the cross is to see the blessings of
suffering in the flesh. St. Peter also said, “Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm
yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, (I
Peter 4:1). The wisdom of the cross is to submit to the good will of God, as Jesus prayed in the
Garden of Gethsemane, “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not
My will, but Yours, be done” (LK 22:42). In lent, let us contemplate in the cross of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ; let us walk in the way of the wisdom of the cross with the power of the cross
that leads to our glory. Fr. Youssef Chehata

SAYINGS OF THE FATHERS!!!
“ST. KYRILLOS (CYRIL) VI OF ALEXANDRIA”
T "If you happen to fall into temptation, do not let the guilt of sin be an obstacle to prayer. If you
cease praying till you repent, you will never repent, for prayer is the door to genuine repentance."
T "Prayer can do all things, for it moves the Hand that manages the whole universe."
T "When fasting, you should fast both in body and heart; abstaining from meat, gossip and

slander...The fasting tongue is better than the fasting stomach, and when the heart abstains from
wrath, that is better than both."
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