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“But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised
Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who
dwells in you.” Romans 8:11

REPENTANCE AND RESURRECTION
What is repentance? It is the renewal of the mind resulting in the renewal of behavior:
"And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of
God”(Romans 12:2). It is a decision made when one comes back to himself and returns
to the bosom of the Father: I will arise and go to my father™ (Luke 15:18). Itis a
;‘tm_ confession of sin and seeking forgiveness: ""And the son said to him, Father, | have
sinned against heaven and in your sight, and I am no longer worthy to be called
- your son” (Luke 15:21). It is responding to the voice of the Holy Spirit as the Ninevites
= did, who "'repented at the preaching of Jonah ." (Luke 11:32). And also: "Today if
3 you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion" (Hebrews
',,,.. 3:15). It is the readiness for the Kingdom of heavens as the Lord said at the beginning of =
| ﬂ His ministry: ""The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and
.. believe in the gospel™ (Mark 1:15). It is the joy of heaven: I say to you that likewise
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety nine
just persons who need no repentance™ ( Luke 15:7). It is also_the power of the
resurrection: "If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God"* (Colossians 3:1). It is the
working grace of the new birth: "Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life' (Romans 6:4). Without
repentance, the resurrection of the Lord will have no effect in us, and will only be a mere
historical event! Therefore repentance is the true first resurrection: "'Blessed and holy is
he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power,
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him thousand
years™ (Revelation 20:6) Fr. Youssef Chehata

QUIZ !!!
+ When and where did the Lord give to His disciples the gift of priesthood ?
T Mention with reference where the following numbers 7,135,500 were mentioned in
the apparitions of our Lord Jesus Christ after the resurrection ?

= - ——— ——
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