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i “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who
- are being saved it is the power of God. (1 Cormthians 1:18)

Thy Infinite condescension
Your are wondrous m Your condescension...how did You stand i silence while being
judged, as a sheep before its shearers (Isaiah 53:7), while You are the Holy One who puts no
trust in His saints and i whose sight the heavens are not clean (Job 15:15)? How did You,
who are the Only One without sin, accept humiliation and nakedness, while I search for fig
tree leaves to hide my sins before my own eyes and before others? How did You endure
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being made a curse for us (Gal 3:13) on the earth which was cursed because
of our sins, while I am shy and reluctant to expose myself before You i confession;
m order to be worthy of forgiveness. How did You humble Yourself and become
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross (Phil 2:8) and subdue human desire to Your
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Divine will and Your Father's Divine will, while I pride with my own mind and knowledge
and refuse to submit to Your will, Your ordinances and the holy church guided by Your
Holy Spirit?

How did you accept to die for us while we were vet sinners (Ro 5:8)? How did You ask
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forgiveness for those who crucified You (Luke 23:34) and how did You endure the one who
ate bread with You and hifted his heal against You, (John 13:18), while I love only those who
love me (Luke 6:32)?

How do You open Your arms on the cross with Your head full of dew and Your locks with
the drops of the night (Songs 5:2), awaiting the return of the prodigal son? And when You
see him from afar, You have compassion, run, fall on his neck and kiss him (Luke 15:20).
We pray to You saying: "Your love has brought You down to our lowliness; let Your grace

raise us unto Your highness " (from the fraction prayers). Fr. Youssef Chehata

Sayings of the Fathers % Congratulations ¥

+ My Lord Jesus; the nails with which you were nailed in the cross

"y ** To Fr. Youssef Chehata on his
mean that you gave me the power to crucify my earthly deeds. , s .
12th ordination anniversary on

March 15, 2014

+ To Ayman and Marian Abdelsaid

O My soul, Jesus has given you the power of His cross nails. This
1s a strong weapon to control your earthly desires. When your

own weakness rises up against you, kneel down for few minutes ; : g
for the Baptism of their daughte

Maria on March 16, 2014
+» To Maged and Diana Yousef for

before the cross and contemplate unto the nail that has nailed your
sins on the cross.

+And with the nails with which you were nailed, rescue our minds . .
the Baptism of their son Anthony

on March 30, 2014

from thoughtlessness of the earthly deeds and worldly lasts.

From the sixth hour prayer of the Agpeya.
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