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“Many daughters have done well, But you excel them all.” Proverbs 31:29
x\ THE EARLY AND LATTER RAIN

The earth may not give its fruit unless it drinks in the rain that often comes upon it (Hebrews 6:7). And
the Lord said to His people in the Old Testament:"1 will give you the rain for your land in its season, the
early rain and the latter rain, that you may gather in your grain, your new wine, and your oil
(Deuteronomy 11:14). St. James exhorts us to be patient waiting and asking for the work of the Holy
Spirit saying:"Therefore be patient brethren until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for
the precious fruit of the earth waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain" (James
5:7). The early rain comes in the beginning of November straight after sowing the seeds, and this helps
the seeds to grow. The latter rain comes near the end of April to help the crop to ripe. In the language
of the Scripture; the rain, the rivers and the fountains are symbols of the work of the Holy Spirit. One
does not bring forth fruit unless filled with the Holy Spirit, as said by Saint Paul:"The fruit of the spirit is
joy, love, peace ...etc."(Galatians 5:22). And also:" do not be drunk with wine, and which is dissipation;
but be filled with the spirit"(Ephesians 5:18). The Holy Spirit for the soul is as the rain for the land. The
early rain is the conviction of the Holy Spirit for repentance (John 16:8). The latter rain is the work of
the Holy Spirit to bring forth spiritual fruit and acquire virtue. The early rain is the work of the Holy
Spirit in baptism for the rebirth from water and Spirit (John 3:5); Just like the work of the early rain for
the growth of the implanted seeds. And the latter rain is the grace given by the Holy Spirit for the
continuous growth of the new Man born in Baptism and through the sacrament of the Holy
chrismation (Myron). The early rain is the work of the Holy Spirit in us for the fear of the Lord (Isaiah
11:2). The latter rain is the work of the Holy Spirit in us for the love of God; for"..Perfect love casts out
fear"(1 John 4:18). The early rain is the law and commandments of-t tament which " ..was
our tutor to bring us to Christ" (Galatians 3:24). The latter rain
is the grace and truth that came through Jesus Christ ( John /1{7)
As the farmer waits for the early and latter rain , we also - Q
ask for the work of the Holy Spirit in us, and entreat saymg 4 :
" O heavenly King the Comforter, the Spirit of truth Whg o
fills all, the treasury of good things, and the life Giver, come ",D“*
and dwell in us ( from the Agpeya prayers : the third hour) . ]
St. Anthony the great said: "seek this fiery Spirit by prayers, | 1% \\
-
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humbleness and toil of the flesh". The Lord commanded Al

his disciples to fast and pray "when the bridegroom will betaken

away from them" (Mark 2:20), in order to be filled with 7 } /76> _

the Holy Spirit. Therefore the fast of the holy Apostles £ P )

is the commandment of the Lord Himself, it is the fast off = £ 0 P

the Holy Spirit in which we entreat the Holy Spirit tof = £ oy A

work in us and bring forth fruit in us. W A /)t( '
Fr. Youssef Chehatals * /i - —
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