ANTHENY CEPTIC CRSHNEEE2 CHYREH

THY LIPS, 0 MY BRIDE DROP AS THE HONEYCOMB (SONG 4:11) “‘Many daughters have done well,
But you excel them all.”

roverbs 31:29

The bride is the church which is full of the divine teachings and the words
of the Holy Scripture about which it has been said: "Your words were found,
and | ate them. And your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart"
(Jeremiah 15:16). The bride is the soul united with Christ the Groom and
her words are as a honeycomb as it has been said: "Pleasant words are like a
honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the bones." (Proverbs 16:24)
The ideal bride is the holy Virgin. The words of the Virgin were few for:
"In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, But he who restrains his lips is
wise.” (Proverbs 10:19). Also St. Arsanios said: "I often spoke, and regretted
it but as for silence I never regretted it". In her speech, the Virgin was always
prudent and thoughtful. Therefore when preached by the Archangel she:
"considered what manner of greeting this was" (Luke 1:29). For The
Scripture says: “Do you see a man hasty in his words? There is more hope for
a fool than for him.” (Proverbs 29:20). The Virgin's words were concise and QUIZ !!!

purposeful for it is written: “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold In + Mention with reference that
settings of silver.” (Proverbs 25:11). She said to the Lord only few powerful the Virgin also needed to be
words: "They have no wine." (John 2:3), and the miracle of transforming the saved?

water to wine took place. The Virgin's words were for edification; she said to +Mention with reference from
the servants of the wedding of Cana of Galilee: "Whatever He says to you, do the Old Testament about a
it" (John 2:5). About words of edification, said St Paul: “Let no corrupt word Virgin bearing a Son and
proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it e "

may impart grace to the hearers.” (Ephesians 4:29). In her words the Virgin R | AME:

was wise and slow to anger. She admonished her Son in gentleness and

patience saying: .. Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and | ANSWER OF THE PREVIOUS \s -
I have sought You anxiously.” (Luke 2:48). St James wrote: “So then, my ISSUE!!! \é‘
beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to T God promised in (EZG‘k T
wrath." (James 1:19 ). The Virgin's words were proceeding out of a heart full 36:27) saying. "And I will S\
of God's love; as she said: "..Behold the maidservant of the Lord" (Luke put My Spirit in you". . >
1:38), and: "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God + The presence of God's ~—
my Savior." (Luke 1:46-47). For the Lord said: “A good man out of the good Spirit everywhere is in AT
treasure of his heart brings forth good" (Luke 6:45). Finally the holy Virgin (Psalm 139:7-10) 3
was discerning when to speak and when to keep silent, for it is written: "A - ;

time to keep silence, and a time to speak.” (Ecclesiastes 3:7). When she was —

4/

found with a child of the Holy Spirit, Joseph her husband was minded to put con&mmmnoﬁsﬂ@ﬁ{}i
her away secretly (Matthew 1:18-19), but she kept silent until heavens =~ To Ricardo Emmanuel fo'r,‘ the -
revealed to Joseph her innocence and holiness. Therefore my beloved ~ Baptism of Mary Zharia on —=
brethren let us learn from the manner of speech of our mother the Virgin for ~ August 19, 2018 P o1,

"her lips drop as the honeycomb™ and St. James teaches us saying: "If anyone Sk
does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the
whole body.” (James 3:2). And let us ask the Lord saying: “Set a guard,
O LORD, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips.”
(Psalms 141:3). Fr. Youssef Chehata
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