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“Mysheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. And I give them
eternablife, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My
hand.” John 10:27-28

The Kingdom of God

The Lord taught us to pray in this manner “Thy Kingdom come.” In the Creed we
proclaim that “We await the resurrection of the dead and the life of the coming age.”
However, when the Lord Christ, the Good teacher, was asked by the Pharisees when the
Kingdom of God would come, He answered that it doesn’t come by observation. “For
indeed the Kingdom of God is within you.” (Luke 17:21). Therefore we plead for the
kingdom of God to come within us and at the same time await for the kingdom of God in
| the age to come. For the person who walks with God like Enoch (Genesis 5:22), and in
whose heart God dwells, the kingdom of God is within him. "The righteous who live by
faith” (Hebrews 10:38) has the kingdom of God within him and the world is not worthy
of him (Hebrews 11:38). The meek and humble and the one who has plucked out the
hand, foot, or eye which makes him sin ( Matthew 18), and became like little children,
has the kingdom of God within him, for “whoever does not receive the Kingdom of God
as a little child will be no means enter it” (Mark 10:15). The one who walks in love for
his neighbor as himself (Matthew 22:39) is already living in the kingdom of God that is
within him for “love never fails” (1Corinthians 13:8); it remains forever. In his
contemplative poem; the late thrice- blessed Pope Shenouda the third, wrote about God,
“Truly You are dwelling in heavens but every heart that lived in love is Your heaven.”
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Through the incarnation of Jesus Christ; "the eternal life which was with the Father was
manifested to us" (1John 1:2) The kingdom of God that is within us cannot be shaken;
“therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace,
by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear” (Hebrews 12:28 )
It is “Righteousness , peace and joy in the Holy Spirit" ( Romans 14:17).
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Fr. Youssef Chehata.

Sayings of the Fathers

At every hour and moment let us guard the heart with all diligence from thoughts that
obscure the soul. When you perceive an evil thought, rebut it and immediately call upon
Christ to defend you. Awakened by His disciples Jesus will rebuke the winds of evil
(Matthew 8:23-27) From the Philokalia
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+ The word Philokalia is a Greek word that means “love of good" . It is the book.' é

sayings of the spiritual fathers of the Eastern Orthodox between the 4™ and t
centuries.
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