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¥ G “I will bring the blind by a way they did not know; I will lead them in paths they have not
N known. I will make darkness light before them, and crooked places straight.
E These things I will do for them, and not forsake them.” (Isaiah 42:16)

Seek Your Servant
"l have gone astray like a lost sheep. Seek Your servant, for I do not forget Your
commandments " Ps 119:176. You, O Lord, are the One who seeks the lost, so seek Your
servant. You "as a true Father have travailed with me, I who had fallen" (from the Gregoriaf
Liturgy). You said "I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” Mat 9:13.
You needed to go through Samaria, and being wearied from the journey, You sat by the we

. ‘v-in order to seek the soul of the Samaritan woman ( John 4) . You said to Zacchaeus "make
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haste and come down for today I must stay in your house" Lk 19:5, so that You could bring
salvation to his house. You sought the return of the lost son and "when he was still a great way
off [You] saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him" Lk
15:19, and said that "this my son was lost and 1s found" Lk 15:24.
I cannot come to You on my own, so "Draw me away! We will run after you." Songs 1:4. For
it 1s You who works 1n us both to will and to do for Your good pleasure (Phil 2:13). So, may
Your grace move our will and doings to the pleasure of Your Father. We confess "All we like
sheep have gone astray; we have turned, everyone, to his own way" Isa 53:6. We confess our
mability to return to You on our own, and though I do not forget Your commandments, yet "l
see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into
captivity to the law of sin which 1s in my members" Rom 7:23. But You are the Good
w Shepherd who promised "I will feed my flock and I will make them lie down. T will seek what
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was lost and bring back what was driven away, bind up the broken and strengthen what was

sick..." Ezek 34:15,16 . So then we entreat You saying: Seek Your servant.
Fr. Youssef Chehata

DID YOU KNOW ...I?

The use of candles in church Sayings of the Fathers
Candles lighted in front of the icons: Without God's help, we

¢ In front of the icon of St. Mary, it declares that she is the cannof do whaNER A
mother of the Light of the world. ; ’ Y

¢ In front of the icons of all other saints, it declares that their the eye cannot see unless the

lives shine on us, showing us the way to the kingdom of light helps it, in the same way
God, so we can be guided by their faith. His light helps our mental
Candles lighted in church: sight and we can do goo®®

~ % Believers light candles to show that they are ready to give Therefore when we turn to
themselves up as a live purified sacrifice, through their God He helps us. When we

good deeds. One of the fathers said about candles: "Do not turn away from Him, He

helps us turn to Him. What
else can we say but, “help us

think 1t’s a small thing to light a candle In front of an icon
while praying, and remember that you are offering it to the
Lord who 1s full of glory, who lives in the unperceived
light". Let’s practice this saying and promise God to offer follow your commands'?

our lives and our souls as candles for His sake. A St Augustine
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