e Na rty Feast we remember the love of God to mankind, as it is written, "When the fullness 0
tim had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those
10 Were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4-5). And alsd‘ '
or God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 4*
: should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). In return to God's love, our Lord » =
. commended to "Give to everyone who asks of you™ (Luke 6:30). We ought not to rebuff anyone who
. isin need lest we make the Lord sorrowful and that we may become the sons of the most high, for He
. iskind to the unthankful and evil (Luke 6:35). Charitable giving is not weighed by its material value,
but rather by how much love is behind it. “Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the
people put money into the treasury. And many who were rich put in much. Then one poor widow
came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrants. So He called His disciples to Himself and said
to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given
to the treasury; for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she
- had, her whole livelihood” (Mk 12:41-44). Giving should also be in secret that its goal may not be
~ vain praise from others; for the Lord said, "But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left
hand know what your right hand is doing” (Matt6:3). This also means do not boast in your own heart
but say, "of your own we have given you" (1Chr29:14). Giving should also be with generosity for
"God gives to all liberally and without reproach” (James 1:5). Giving should also be with cheer for
"God loves a cheerful giver" (2 Co 9:7). Charity includes generally any good deed as said by St.
Paul, “But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased (Heb.
13:16).
The blessings of giving are many. In the litany of the oblations we pray, "Give them the incorruptible (® .1
instead of the corruptible... Their houses and their stores, fill them with every good thing.. Surround L.
them by the power of Your holy angels and archangels.. And in this age, leave them not behind".
Also charitable deeds are a guarantee for the inheritance of the kingdom of heaven "Then the King =
will say to those on His right hand, Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food” (Matt. 25:34-35).
Charity delivers the giver in the time of trouble (Ps 41:1). Finally, he who sows bountifully will also

,‘r

reap bountifully” (2 Co 9:6). Fr. Youssef Chehata X
_______________ T
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: r} T AWople fasted in the days of

7 To Peter Rezks and Juhi for the @Q ng 0 Queen Esther (Esther) and all - the
January 26, 20197 * | people of Nineveh fasted also (Jon. 3).

. 1 As for set times for fasting, Zechariah;

the prophet, mentioned the fast of the

fourth month, the fifth month, the

seventh/r month, and the fast of the tenth

monWech 8 19).
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