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But that the works of God should be revealed

Humans often ask the question: why? Why are we in this world? Why some are
poor while others are rich, why some are sick while others are healthy or why some
suffer while others prosper? So also did the disciples ask Jesus; why was this ma
born blind? Who sinned this man or his parents? (Jn 9:2). As for the Lord; He
wanted to reveal a different vision for such inquiries; and so He replied sayi
neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God.
revealed in him" (Jn 9:3). God's works are great and wonderful built
wisdom as the scripture says: "O Lord, how manifold are your works!,
you have made them all" (Ps 104:24), and also are based on His love and might.
The works of God were manifested in the born blind as the Lord Christ restored
both his sight and insight; he believed in Him and he worshipped Him (Jn 9:38).
When healed, the born blind discarded any argument about his previous state or the
state of his healer, as inquired by the Pharisees; and saw only the marvelous works
of God and said:" One thing | know: that though | was blind, now | see” (Jn 9:25).
And also: "Since the world began it had been unheard of that anyone opened the
eyes of one who was born blind" (Jn 9:32). God allowed Joseph's brothers to sell
him as a slave, however His wondrous works were revealed as He gave him
wisdom, and Joseph became a type of Christ when he saved the world from famine.
Therefore he said to his brothers:" And God sent me before you to preserve
posterity for you in the earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance"
(Genesis 45:7). Blindness is not seeing the works of God in all things. But as for ¢
our great teacher St Paul, he said:" And we know that all things works together for
good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose”
(Ro 8:28). And His purpose is "to be conformed to the image of His Son" (Ro
8:29). The work of God is evident even among evil that "In this the children of
God and the children of the devil are manifested" (1 Jn 3:10). Therefore we ask
with David the prophet saying:" Open my eyes, that | may see Wondrous things
from your law" ( Ps 119:18). We seek to be able to see God's works at all times, to
wait for His works and to wait to understand the purpose of His works ;
remembering what the Lord of Glory told His disciple Peter : " What | am doing
you do not understand now, but you will know after this" (Jn 13:7).

Fr. Youssef Chehata.

Sayings of the Fathers “St. Isaac the Syrian” "

" + Why do you trouble yourself in a house that is not your own? Let the sight of a
dead man be a teacher for you concerning your departure from hence. d
"+ Whydo you increase your bonds? Take hold of your life before your light grows
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