
The Virgin the Espouser 

In the wedding of Cana of Galilee, a mystical and spiritual  

marriage happened between Christ the Lord and His Disciples.  

For this said the Holy Inspiration:"This beginning of miracles  

did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory;  

and his disciples believed on him." John 2:11.  The mother of all  

the saints, Saint Mary, was the servant and the Espouser for this  

marriage.  Wine symbolizes joy (Jer 48:33) and love (songs 1:4).   

Since the human life became void of love to God and the neighbor, and void of spiritual joy, it became 

without goal or meaning.   For this the Virgin Mother is still pleading to the Divine Love of her Son 

saying "They have no wine." John 2:3, and directing our minds and hearts to submission and obedience; 

“His mother said to the servants, whatever he says to you, do it." John 2:5.  The intercession of the Virgin 

is the work of the church that is pleading on behalf of her children and calling them to the obedience of 

the commandment.  In this said St Paul " For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have 

espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ " 2 Co 11:2, and also " 

Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on 

Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God" 2 Co 5:20....O Mother of The True Light we ask for your 

intercession and support to live according to the Lord's commandment.                    Fr. Youssef Chehata 

DID YOU KNOW …!?  

The word "Theotokos" is a Greek word and 

it means the mother of God. 

This title of St Mary was first mentioned by 

Elizabeth who when visited by St.  Mary said 

"But why is this granted to me, that the 

mother of my Lord should come to me?" 

Luke 1:43 

This title was confirmed by the third 

ecumenical council of Ephesus in 431, 

presided by St Cyril the Great against 

Nestorius.  In this council the introduction 

of the creed was added "we exalt you the 

mother of The True Light, we glorify you, 

O saint, the Theotokos, for you brought 

forth unto us the Savior of the whole 

world..." 

Answer  

of the previous quiz !!!! 

"After that, he was seen 

of above five hundred 

brethren at once; of 

whom the greater part 

remain unto this present, 

but some are fallen 

asleep" 1 Co 15:6 

Congratulations ✬ 
 

To Emad and 

Monica for the birth 

of their daughter Mia 

Catherine on July 11, 

2013  

To Bassam and 

Angela for their 

wedding on August 

24, 2013  

To Michael and 

Sylvia for their 

wedding on August 

31, 2013  

Quizz !!!! 
 

Who is the mother that 

her son became an 

apostle and her home 

became church ?!!! 

"As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: But as he which hath 

called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation” 1 Peter 1:14-15 

The First and The Last 
The Divine inspiration spoke through the mouth of St. John the Beloved saying, “I was in the Spirit on 

the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, saying, “I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the First and the Last.” (Revelation 1:10, 11).  God is the First because He is The Creator; “In 

the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). He created us and placed us in 

the Paradise of Joy. He is the Last because He renewed our creation after we fell. ” Therefore, if 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become 

new” (II Corinthians 5:17). He is the First because, “All things were made through him, and without 

Him nothing was made that was made” (John 1:3). He is the Last because at the end, all things will be 

subject to Him (I Corinthians 15:28). He is the First because He gave the law to Moses on the 

mountain, and He is the last because He perfected the law with the commandments of the New 

Testament. “And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His 

disciples came to Him. Then He opened His mouth and taught them saying” (Matthew 5:1, 2). He is 

the First who worked in the Old Testament and He is the Last because He works in the New 

Testament. “My Father has been working until now, and I have been working” (John 5:17). He is the 

First because He is the Head of the Church (Colossians 1:18). And He is the Last because He washed 

the feet of the Church as a servant (John 13:5). He is the First because “When he brings out his own 

sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice” (John 10:4). And He is 

the Last because he is “The good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep” (John 

10:11). He is the First because He is “The firstborn from the dead” (Revelation 1:5). He is the Last 

because, “The hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth—

those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection 

of condemnation” (John 5:28, 29). 

So, my beloved, do we begin our day with prayer and end it with prayer so that God be the First and 

the Last?  God is the First in all that we do, for we do all things with His help; as He said, “For without 

Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). That is why when we eat, we begin with prayer; when we begin 

driving, we make the sign of the cross and pray; before a Spiritual meeting, we also pray. How beautiful 

is it that we begin all of our activities with prayer! And God is also the Last in all what we do, if we do all 

for His Glory, as said by St. Paul, “Therefore whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to 

the glory of God” (I Corinthians 10:31). He is the First because He is the means and the Way, and He 

is the Last because He is the goal                         Fr. Youssef Chehata 

“Now, therefore,” says the Lord, “Turn to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with 

mourning.” So rend your heart, and not your garments; return to the Lord your God, For He is gracious 

and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm. (Joel 2:12-13) 

Sayings of the Fathers 

" let us sow in tears , so that we may reap in joy (ps 

126:5).  Let us show ourselves people of Nineveh, not 

of Sodom.  Let us amend our wickedness, lest we be 

consumed with it.  Let us listen to the preaching of 

Jonah, lest we be overwhelmed by fire and 

brimstone." St Gregory of Nazianzus 

✬ Congratulations ✬ 
 To Mark and Mary Eid for their 

Wedding on January 11, 2014 

 To Magdi and Caroline for the Baptism 

of their daughter on January 26,2014 

 To Mrs Ansaf and Mr Elia Rezk for the 

birth of their first grand-son Moises 

 To Maged and Diana for the birth o their 

son Anthony John on the feast day of St 

Anthony ( January 30,2014) 

 To Gamal and Sara for the Baptism of 

their daughter Juliana on February 2, 

2014 

 To Bassem and Rahma for the Baptism 

of their son Bola on February 16, 2014 

 

Condolence 

To the family of Mr Wagdy Shaheed for his 

departure on Saturday Dec 28, 2013. 



 

وْمِ  قلُوُبكُِمْ، بكُِل ِ  إلَِي   ارْجِعوُا" قوُا.  وَالن وْحِ  وَالْبكَُاءِ  وَباِلص  ب ِ  إلَِى وَارْجِعوُا. ثيِاَبكَُمْ  لَ  قلُوُبكَُمْ  وَمَز ِ  لأنَ هُ  إلِهِكُمْ  الر 

أفَْةِ  وَكَثيِرُ  الْغضََبِ  بطَِيءُ  رَحِيم ، رَؤُوف    (١٣ ،١٢: ٢ يوئيل سفر)" الش ر ِ  عَلَى وَيَنْدمَُ  الر 

 رـــــوالآخ الأول

وحِ  فيِ كُنْتُ :"  الحبيب يوحنا فم القديس علي الإلهي الوحي قال ِ، يوَْمِ  فيِ الرُّ ب   عَظِيمًا صَوْتاً وَرَائيِ وَسَمِعْتُ  الر 

لُ . وَالْياَءُ  الألَِفُ  هُوَ  أنَاَ»: قاَئلًِ .  بوُق   كَصَوْتِ   البدء في" الخالق لنه الأول هو الله. (١,١١. :١رؤ)« ...وَالآخِرُ  الأوَ 

 كَانَ  إنِْ "  سقطنا بعدما خلقتنا جدد لنه الآخر وهو النعيم، فردوس في ضعنا وو خلقنا الذي هو (١:١تك)" الله خلق

 الأول هو...(١::١ كو٢)" جَدِيداً صَارَ  قدَْ  الْكُلُّ  هُوَذاَ مَضَتْ، قدَْ  الْعتَيِقةَُ  الأشَْياَءُ : جَدِيدةَ   خَلِيقةَ   فهَُوَ  الْمَسِيحِ  فيِ أحََد  

 كو ١) له الكل سيخضع النهاية في لن الآخر وهو ،(١:٣يو)"  كان مما شئ يكن لم وبغيره كان به شيء كل" لأن

 الجديد، العهد بوصايا الناموس كمل لأنه الآخر هو و الجبل، علي لموسي الناموس أعطي لنه الأول هو…)٢١:١١

 ...(٢، ١ : ١مت(" قائل علمهم و فاه ففتح. تلميذه إليه تقدم جلس فلما. الجبل إلي صعد الجموع رأي لما"  أنه إذ

 وأنا الآن حتي يعمل أبي" الجديد العهد في يعمل الذي هو لنه الآخر وهو القديم، العهد في عمل الذي الأول هو

   يخدم كالذي الكنيسة أرجل غسل لنه الآخر وهو ،(١١:١كو) الكنيسة رأس لأنه الأول هو..(١::١يو(" أعمل

 " صوته تعرف لأنها تتبعه الخراف و أمامها ويذهب الخاصة خرافه يخرج الذي" الأول هو (...١:١٣ يو)

 الأول هو...)١١:١٤يو(" الخراف عن نفسه يبذل الصالح الراعي و الصالح، الراعي"  لأنه الآخر وهو ،)٠:١٤يو(

 فيخرج صوته القبور في الذين جميع فيها يسمع ساعة تأتي"  لأنه الآخر وهو ،(١:١ رؤ)  الأموات من البكر لأنه

 (٢١،٢٢: ١يو" )الدينونة قيامة إلي السيئات فعلوا والذين الحياة قيامة إلي الصالحات فعلوا الذين

 الآخر؟ و الأول هو الله يكون حتي بالصلة وننهيه بالصلة يومنا الحبيب أيها نبدأ فهل

 أن تقدرون ل بدوني"  قال -المجد له-المسيح السيد لن بمعونته شئ كل نعمل لأننا نعمل، ما كل في الأول هو الله

 إجتماع وأي والصلة، الصليب برشم نبدأ السيارة نقود وحين بالصلة، نبدأ نأكل فحين. (١:١١يو)" شيئا تفعلوا

ً  بالصلة نبدأه روحي ً  هو الله و! بالصلة أعمالنا كل نبدأ ان أجمل ما. أيضا  كل عملنا إن ، نعمل ما كل فى الآخر أيضا

 ".اللهِ  لِمَجْدِ  شَيْء   كُل   فاَفْعلَوُا شَيْئاً، تفَْعلَوُنَ  أوَْ  تشَْرَبوُنَ  أوَْ  تأَكُْلوُنَ  كُنْتمُْ  فإَِذاَ"  بولس الرسول أوصانا كما الله لمجد شئ

 شحاته يوسف القس                       . الهدف لنه الآخر هو و الطريق، و الوسيلة لأنه الأول هو... (٣١:١٤كو١)

 !!!! حــل مــسـابـقـة الـعـدد الــســابـــق

 في أليصابات مع أشهر ثلثة العذراء قضت

 أليصابات كانت الملك بشرها عندما لأنه حبلها

 .{ ١:٣٦ لو} حبلها من السادس الشهر في

 !!!! ـــةـــــقـــــمـــســــــابــ
 

 أنهم المقدس الكتاب في ورد ثمانية اذكر  

؟؟ منهم كلً  أقام ومَنْ .  الأموات من أقيموا  
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 +الــبابــا شــنـــودة الــثـــالــــث  قــداســه  بــقــلـــم  لــــــأمـــتـ+ 

 من النبي يونان كان وقد مثلنا الآلم تحت أشخاص هم بل. طبيعتنا غير أخرى طبيعة من ليسوا الأنبياء إن

 وجه من يختفي أن ظن الذي أدم جده مثل فكان. الأقوياء بهم ليخزى الرب اختارهم الذين"  العالم ضعفاء" 

 مال كلفته الخطية أن والعجيبالبحر  في أو السفينة في موجود غير الله أن يظن يونان أكان ...الشجر وراء الرب

 الله ...مجانا فننالها النعمة خطيته أما ليكمل للسفينة أجرة دفع ونقاوته طاعته أيضا وخسر ماله، خسر وجهدا

 يونان طاعة بسبب كان إن ...يونان عصيان من يفيد أن أيضا أستطاع خير، إلى الشر يحول أن يستطيع الذي

 العاقلة، غير الكائنات أستخدم كذلك ...السفينة أهل يخلص أن يمكن يونان بعصيان فانه نينوى، أهل سيخلص

 أستفد .الضيقات كل ومن بك، تمر التي الأحداث كل من تستفيد أن حاول لذلك .النبي من أكثر طاعته في فكانت

 }١٠:١٠ قض{  حلوة الجافي ومن أكل الآكل من يخرج الذي الله مثل كن. الصحة من كما المرض من


